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A WIDER PERSPECTIVE ON STONE CIRCLES IN EUROPE AND THE MIDDLE E;/

In Cosmokrator Book Dn Geometry and Numbet give much attentionto Keith Critchlow and Alexander

¢ K 2 Yhferpretations ofthe store circles of Britaimlating between the fourth and early second miliea BC.

The former often quotess A 2 R2 NHza { A Odzt dza Q | OO 2 dzy Hypeib&readW aALYK SINK DI £ y
G§SYLX SQ &dre likelfdo liefer tgStodehengethan to the Stennesscomplexin the Orkneys was a

place of pilgrimage for peoplas far afield ashe East Mediterranean (the Mycenaeans crop up in this regard

due to the manyMycenaeartype daggers carved on the Stonehenge trilithhn$eople who study these

monuments in Europe are often unaware that severaleas inthe Middle Eastalso have Stone Age

monuments two of them definitely predating our own erections.

CKAa &SFNRa ySgaft SGGSNI RSHta o6Al0K U(GASEARsmcAEGhe 2y GKS
footnotes are too much, simply read the main text and look at the pictures to pick up the main gist. In time we

will deal with the subject more fully i@osmokrator Book ®n Ancient Astronomystill a few years away! It

was inmy recent workon Catalogue Dof the CANEAproject (seewww.layish.co.ulkevel 3 that at one pointl

hadto look intobaetyl worship(seemingly imported to Crete from the Levaat)d came to realise theremust

have been some kind adverall inerchangebetween Europe and the Ancient Near Ea&stastronomical
megalithicbuilding practiceg for whicha great deal ophysicaland documentaryevidencehas emergedn the

latter area only comparatively recently We can divide the history of stone des and other megalithic
monumentssimplisti@lly into three mainblocks

GOBEKLITEPE INTURKEYS ARMPIT 86,000 YEARSOLDER THANSTONEHENGE
C2 NJ 06 NB @a dive puia sénselofShisewly discoveredite® http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history
archaeology/gobelkdiepe.html pleasefollow this link for the pictures It is astonishingsuch a structure was
within the scope of Mafd 6 dzA f FO/6Q0H,200- BCkof shainafter the end of the last Ice Agat a
transitional stage when people were moving over from the husgatherer way of life to farming which
involvedboth herding animals (gazelle, goat, sheep, barad finally cattleand growing cereals by developing
seedbearing grassesThe largestis stone circleC, with stone circles A,B and &djoiningit, and the latest
report3 is that groundpenetrating radarhas revealednany moreburied stone circles on the surrounding
Harranlimestoneplain - all quite closeto each other The four so far excavated appeardonsist of a circle of
twelve Tshaped monolithsnserted into a mud wallvith a further larger pair at the centriacing each other
Most are carved on their larger sidegth totem animalssuch as vultte, fox, boar, lion, cranes and hundreds
of snakes while \estigial arms are carved down the narrowdes of many of themsuggesting they were
intended ashuman figures, whetheof ancestorguardiansor Gods wecannot tell

The mystery is that these cles were buried in sand almost as soon as they had been built (this accounts for

the startlingly mint condition of the carving on them):as it discoveredhey had been misaligned, and

therefore useless as an astronomical instrumentwere they meahto be temporary festival sites (there was

a huge amounbf animal bone left behind, the result of extensivea$ting- exactly parallel to thdeasting

bonesat Stonehenge, suggestiagyathering of the clans for a period of excessive consumption was sorgethin

to do with bringing a hefty workforce togethéo cope with the stone quarrying and erection of these places,

adzOK a adAftft KFLIWISya Ay OSNIIFAY WolOlskNRQ LX I OSa Ay

This is a on®ff monument with nothing match & complexityfor several millenniathough in fact there are
other PPNA/B sites all over tﬁAmuq plain which havgieldedsmall carvings in the same style,smallerT-

'keith Brani gan OWessex and My cWilshireArcha8dogiel aftdvNiatdra Histoey MBgazine e we d 6

LXV 1970 89107

2 The excavation is led by Klaus Schmidt, a typical report from him bei ng 066 Zuer sTehkwmenl ,d dann di e St
Vorlaufiger Bericht zu den Grabungen am Gdbekli Tepe und am Gircltepe 1995-1 9 9 ISt@nbuler Mitteilungen L 2000 541

3 Alecture given by Schmidt himself at the British Museum summarising the state of the site at the end of the 2013 season.
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shaped monolitks - all pointing tothe pioneering roleof this particular areain both farming and atutecture.
Its3S23ANF LIKAOFE LRaAldA2y YIFI{1Sa AG LIXIlIdzairotsS (G2 dzyRSNAG
Near East, and although it seems to be isolated so far back in @ieekli Tepe has certain features thwabp

up in the makeup anthyout of other monuments in the Levant during the period of maximum proliferatinn

millennia laterg these will be pointed ouas we come to themit certainly appears at first consideration that

stone circle building expertise began in the Tenth Mitiem on the geologically appropriate Harran limestone

levelsand that somehow, despite the gap in the physical evidence (which may be filled in coming decades),

there must have been some kind of continuity orally

NABTA PLAYA IN UPPEREGYPT
If you were b make the journey to Egypt (not so easy these days) and make yowtomayto the very south
to Abu Simbel, 40 miles from there in the middle of the western desert at Nabta, Rlgradorf andSchild

ot s

Fig. 1: Nabta Playa
discoverel the cultic remains ofthe southern Neolithic ancestors of the Pharaohs dating back 006

6000BC. On the flahowl NA R &FyR 2F GKS RSaSNI GKS& F2dzyR WI OANI
AY RAFYSGSNDT 22171 Ay 3 205K SWI3 Snivy & IKISEEReh KEBNGAK2S, #22TNR
Egyptian Antiquitiesat the British Museum, Vivian Davigsy KA & | yR wSySS CNASRYIl yQa
entitted EGYPTInterviewing Schild osite (see pictureabove) Davies learned from him thahe circle

Wl LILXS Ihavd been made specifically to measure the arrival of the summer s@stiod that festival
INRPdzyRa ySINbe (2 OStSoNIGS GKS 200Farzy WLHtaz AyOf dz
a series of thirty mounds crofS R g A (1l K K dz#@&then®D2 ¥ S S RQWPGKSE S NI ASad OF ¢t S
though nowoutdone for that honour by Gébeklz A (i K 9 3 & Ljibkical uhrdésBviiSh§biisome reason

has ledto local people looting their own archaeological sitesye do not know row whether Nabta Play@ &

stones arestill in place

THE STANDINGSTONES OFPALESTINE SYRIA ANDJORDAN
Now we come toour immediate focus; the dolmens,stone circlesand baetylsof the Holy Lanaf a similar

period to 9 dzNP miy@ithic monments ¢ which although first cropping up in the accounts of Victorian
visitors(up to thentotally ignored by local populations for hundreds of yeatis) not receive serious attention
until the time of the British Mandate in Palestinghen British archadogists such as Petrie and Kenyzame

to the area after Egypt had become problematic politicalgnd with others (including the French in Syria)
began what turned out to be a centutgng involvement in more recent neolithic sites. It was Kenyon who
exavated Jericho, eablishing thestratigraphicterminology for the PréPottery Neolithic site of Jerichosed

a century lateby Schmidt for Gébekli Tepe!
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Prior to the British Mandate inthe early 1900s R A Macalistender the auspices of the Palestiiploration
Fund (PER)neathed astriking line often standing stones at Gezaligned precisely #. The only comparable
contemporary example to the Gezer lines #ne long lines obtones atkarnac in Brittangand, interestingly,

‘ELEVATION FROM EAST

Fig. 2: The Great Alignment atGezer (t op | eft as photographed f oVollidac Al i ster
his Excavation Report *) with a b i -eyé @iew taken by his successor on the site decades later, William
Dever® (his fig.10). Below left, a close -up of stone no. VII with seated figure to give scale, and below
right MacAIl i st er 0-8alignmantviromds easf sidé h(leis fis 482 and 477).
preceded by the Nabta Playa Line in Egypsét described. @er succeeding decadésemerged that it wasin
the western Levant where the use of standing stones was mooéfic than in the eastern regionseaching
into north Mesopotamia- by the end of the 2Mhe tradition had reached Karkemish, Tell Halaf ant the

5A& tF I ar vihichNdaditsiowri s€ Of 130 stonescarved with the figures of government officials
(limmu)for the years they servedset in two parallefows just inside the city wa(lescribed by Graesser (see
0St260 Fa WHLLINBYGi-RYO¥SISWRIND aSNBS +a | aglt]

When the Mandate came to an endMacAlisterhad to return to Britain andseek new work, teaching
archaeology in Ireland¢chalking up furtherNeolithic studiesabout the Britishmonumentsto his name,
includinga book on New Grangdselfl The aly other archaeologist after WWWho was interested in joining
left hand to right was Claude Schaeffer, the-lfag excavator of Ugaritn coastal town in Syria attached to
the CAmuq areaOpposite to MacAlisternihis early career he had excavatedohthic sites in Europe but then
found himself postedby the Frenchto Ras Shamrd/garit, whose stratigraphy he discovered went down to
Neolthic levels In a hefty bookhe tried to makeunravel the strand®f the comparative stratigraphy of sites
in both Europe and the Levant, bigllow archaeologistdended to leave it aside sinamost were specialis
only on one side of the dividor the other.

* R A SMacAlister The Excavation of Gezer (3 vols) London 1912
W G Dever et al. O6Furthe? 1 ThexBiblcal Archaeologst XAXIV -G O4182 196 7

® The double rows of stelal were discovered by W Andrae 0 see his Stelenreihen in Assur Leipzig 1913 . These were later

assessed by (i) J V Canvy 0The WM& etbatdiragexktvBlal3a? 8 Asand, (Te) | JHReatle
Hi storical Status Asdyriataid®eydnd: Studies FBasente a © & TiLansen 2004, 455473

7C.Schaeffer&;tratigraphie compar ®e et c¢hr ¢at@inullgnaies ,Drford1848si e occi dental e

3
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By1950these two men wee the only two archaeologists we know of wimothe first half of the 20C had mad
attemptsto Yin uptmegalithic knowledgeast and westWe will here try to place some signposts.

THE FIRST SURVEYSOF MEGALITHICMONUMENTSIN THE LEVANT
The AmericanJames L Swaugeseems to have been the first to turn his attention to Neolithic n&to
monuments in the Levanif only focusingon dolmeng (stone chambers) which he assessed were erected
€.70003000BCand, as in Europewere probablyoriginally covered by an earth mounBor us at least these
provide that continuity between the PPN pedi of Gébekli and the-2M we will look at in detailHe states,
W¢ K S NsBverhl MiBusand Y RA @A Rdzt £ R2f YSya X dzi dat]fddzéns of dottmgrR Ay Of
sites, some with as many as the more than two hundred structures that occur atyBlami the perhaps one
hundred at Meron, and some with as few agthix at Tell Ummel dzii § SAy Q 3 yURL ya 2tSlat G A Y S F
are found from the Syrian and Lebanon borders south to about the latitude of Kerak, from the Mediterranean
foothills of thecentral mountain ridge of Palestine east to the de§isee his map below). S L2 Ay G & 2dzix
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Fig. 3: Dolmens mapped by Swauger stop near the parallel along the southern end of the Dead Sea

can say that dolmens are not foundwgK 2 F (G KS YaBN¥ § NN NEBA y=3 XLBNBoaldnSty Ay A
map the ones infrancophoneSyria, butdolmensare there too and, with the less commorsingle baetyland

other standing stonemonuments we will look at shortly, seemore or lessto tie in with those territories

occupiedin the 3/2M by the Amorites andthen the 1M by the Canaanites (the difference between setwo

peoplesis still not clearcut, andprobably means change of nameaather thanof a people who are likely to

have beerthe indigenous descendants of the very peopiehe CAmuq who initiatedstone monumentsthere

in the PrePottery Neolithic period. We should bear in mind that Abraham moved to Harran from Ur and that

the tradition of setting up stone monuments woutévenaturally blended thence into Jewish tradition.

Eight yearsfter SwaugerCarl F Graesseturned to standing stones in monumental form not associated with
tombsdating from3,000 B@nwards though agairhe had to leaveut Syria (not within the orbit oBritish or
Americanenquiryas greater Palestine still was), thoughS y 2 4§ SR ( KS dzx&s welfasnaieSt + A | @

85 Dol men Studi eThe Biblical RrehbeelagistiXXé & 1966, 105-114
%sstandin g St ones nighi Biblitat ArchaeologiBtaXX¥Vs-2 1972, 33-63
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Phoeniciancolonies of North Africa and tha SRAGSNNI ySIy AaftlyRa GKFEG WeAStHF
commemoratingmlk sacrifies involving child sacrifice, two instances of which were found at UgaritQtisielf

categorisel the shapes suchklabs took- from largeto very small usually with curved tops, and found the

key Canaanite cities referred to in the Bible such as Geézeri 2 NE { OKS OK S YhE OphéllRidyE ¢ | QI y
at Jerusalem itself and laterat such places as Petra in the followigh f £ SY Yy A dzY® | Sretbahdzy Ga Ay
forty obeliskoid and slana™ 8both> NI y3Ay 3 Ay KSAIKG FNRY 2yS F220 G2
YIIyAFAOSy i 206StAral GSYLXS (i .eomg@®tmthedddey Ryhii WDSBES
Hazot’s . &06f2a YR y26 ySIN (KS 685Q98KaAYAYSSENI G 468XV EY
stones(seeFig. 2) i KI & W{AyOS G(KS& gSNBE AYy(iSyRSR ([usthaey OGA2Y |
been]SNEOG SR aAYdzZ (I yS2dzaD8DINDzNME a0 ¢St 8D NEHiERE ( KR
block before the alignment mayell have served as a blood alt®r covenant sacrificé§ X | a the &ttarR 6

before the 12ma” &both of the Sinai covenant ceremongxodus 244-p0 X ® ¢ KS RAYSyaizya 27
perfectly an eleventma™ 8ba¥ 2 dzy R 6& al OFt AA&GSNJ ySI NbeQ

FINAL COMPLETION OF THE PICTURE FROMTHE SYRIAN SDE
Jumping three more decadésy T NRB Y D NJ \SthaakS ddReineds yoljpdmudhily own research on

the Canon of Ancient NeaEastern Artin the context of the influence of baetyl worship on Creteame
acrossa masterfuland upto-date survey by JeaiMarie Durand® of megalithic monuments in the region
(most oftena single standing stonedhis time withthe mainemphasis on Syriddis survey, based detters on

clay tabletsin the Mari Archive unearthed by the Frenchis relevant foprecisely the sameeriodin time as
highlighted byMacAlister andGraessr in particular¢ from the end of the 3M, all during the 2M and up to the
start of the 1M¢ precisely when stone megalith building was at its heighioth Europeand the LevantTwo

SYyR OKIFLWGSNBE Ay 5dzN} y R arovile Rgnerad éverviel bighhdinpotiedct bfNde 6 dzi 2 N&
raised monolith (in varied formats) for the Bedouin Amorite peoples in Arabia and the Levhaidt a
sourcebook of more recent examplasedfor comparisorby Durandwd C| K R Q & thé dorifuddysé 2 F
of suchstonesin the same regiolf in the Prelslamicperiod (as well ascairns featured too, in some Old
Testamentincidentg showing to what exteneven present day Islamiag much asiabiry ritual was and still
is,grounded in Stone Ageractice

Durandputs it in the foreword to his fascinating translation and interpretation of relevant correspondence in

the Mari archive thahe has come to the conclusion thgA £ F I dzZRNJ A (0 &adzLJLl2 aSNJ ljdzS S
AYLRNIIFYyG RIEya  @OhgSady SOoVSH WA WA a6@RS lj[dD2y yS S a2 dzlle;
letters also reveal there to have been a measure of interchangeability between a standing stone or tree trunk,

both intended to mark the precinct of God or Goddess or memorialise gortant event. The practice is

already well documented in Biblical references to fiésherahwhich could mean a standing stone, but also

either a live treé® or wooden centrepiece involving considerable carpentry whigh know from Biblical
referenceswere sometimesW 6 dzNJ/ S R ané 8ome Nari letters deal specifically with orders for the felling

of appropriate trees (probably cedar&)r such iconstasesThe “Asherah- as either one or several pillars

g2dzf R 2FiGSy 0SS aSid dzLIf Agguratiok @ouris dopzl tHoughviK thehseof tie | OS & Q 2

105 H a zaoks second only to Byblos in number of massebot produced and is unrivalled in the variety and significance of its

stones: Altogether 40 have been found n at least 10 different loci, allfromth e Lat e Bronce Aged6, the most nc
are the 10 massebot and statue 6found in the nich of the |l ast pha:
with symbols such as praying hands and sun in the moon disc, of the type to be found in large numbers at Carthage.
One or two monoliths at Gobekli had saucer-shaped depressions gouged into the stone floor at their foot, or were placed
on altar -like plinths, Schmidt points out.
Jean-Marie Durand Le Culte des Pierres et les Monuments Co mmémoratifs en Syrie Amorite (Mémoires de N.A.B.U.
9/Florilegium Marianum VIII) Paris 2005
13 For an excellent overview of Mari see Jean -Cl. MargueronMar i : M®tropol €00de | 8Euphr ate
“chrigs ophe Nicolle o6L6Identificati b#Amieso Viesme ges!| &g whe8Paedo fmquest e
Lionel Mar ti 0L es HBioltudppaai-0®. Thedom®@rdesdusses sn particular the baetyls inside the temple
to Il gtar at Tell Mo h ma me-mharkB, ithe [argest ofowmieh inf E€adatogue € h gick auugs forming the
outline of Ursa Major.
15 Taufig Fahd Le Panth éon de I'Ara bie Centrale a la veille de 'Hé gire 1968

16 Archaeologists found traces within the Court of the Palms at Mari of the hole where a palm tree had been planted.
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Sumerian Goddess Nhur-Sag she was also associated with the mountain itself. One letter from Mari (A2945)
reveals that certain trees were specially associated with Hadad the Storm God or his ctmsdéady of
Nagafand in others there are mentions of particular varieties of tree considered sacred that appear to have
been long established from pideolithic cultural normsJjong before the quarrying of large stones was
mastered.

The authorities orthe subject tell us that in Syria the baetyl cuinportant in particular to nomadic Bedouin,

Y2aid aLISOATFAOLIft& GKS | Yid hfesie8 fiom2h€ 4Mj forSwhichShere ary Qdof A G S
several welknown Biblical correspondences in Iatdebrew practice in the region. Weannot makea full

study of stone circles using twelve monoliffwghich Yahweh in the Old Testameatls Mosesshould be raised

to represent the Twelve Trib&3 sinceto complete our climbwe will now make gump sideways and leave

dolmens, linesand circles of stonesin orderto concentrateon key 2M Levantinetemplesusing one baetyl,

often rounded off ina cone at the top This appears to have been the nektvelopmenton from erecting full

stone circleswhere insted there wasa blend between a Sumerianstyle templewith chambers, and a

courtyard with standing monolith partly as thecalendricalcomporent used for alignment withto sky

sightingsbut alsounderstood asembodying thedivine presence

It is notable hat from both d@umentary and physical evidenttee Amorites (and later the prtslamic Arabs)

were as particular as Neolithic Man in Europe about the type of stone to be quarried for baetyl use, and willing
to transport pieces from faflung quarries of gecific geological makeup considered especially satoed
certain Gods or Goddessésspecially blackasalt) It is no coincidence that key stone monuments of ancient
Syria, Britain or France are located on, or very close to, riverine routes connecting @ud temenos, which

in Syria- as Durand points out wasthe Euphratesnd its tributaries At Mari the same combination of rollers

on land and rafts on riversasused as at Stonehengall describedn the palace correspondence written on

the clay ablets ofthe Mari archive,in which eventhe job-itles of specialist stonenasons and carpenters
undertaking the operation are giveq a sensational complement to what has been deduced about the
construction of Stonehenge from the geological nature ®hitegaliths and their engineering alone

ZIMRILIM ANDTHE BAETYLSOF ISHTAR
It is from the letters in the Mari archivécovering 30 years arountiB00 BC}hat for the first third of the
second millenniurma window suddenly opens onto the central importanafethe raisedstone, or baetylfor
0 KS . Sy Zohc¥ Qdir tndwikihg, Zimrilimtook over Mari. His immediate predecessorg Akkadian
ShamsiAddu and his son Yasm#&fudu had had anthropomorphic statues made for every one oftheetary
Gods and Godekses (see letteA.3609 for monthy, or more frequent,celebration but from the very first
year of his reign Zimrilim was adamant the Amorite cult should be incorporated alongside the practices of
Greater Mesopotamia so far upheld in Syria under whattWe 3 K G OF £ £  WastBrichis held/ ¥ dzSy O
administrator(A.652 he urges him at short notice to obtain in tinfier the ceremonythe four baetyls, each 12
OdzoAla KAIKIZ ySSRSR G2 OSt So NIVerss.FRiok ®hathd saysyesigeitly b Sg | S
there was already a longtandingtradition of erectingbaetyls to Dagan in the region and use of the same
i dzZ- NNEB G2 SEGNI Ol G(KS&S adzhdiisedoNa ta its 2efdrisedisscred riayird dzNJ 2 F
(resting in part on thesuitability of its stone). In later times the Nabateans named such a precinct of sacred
stone amasjid(in modern-day Arabiche word fordLJ | OS 2% 62 NBR KA LJQ

Leavingasidethe erectionof upright monoliths that contiued oninto the 1M in the region in what we now

O f ¢ WeKS 12t@& [ yYRQ | y®Raslalsothase af Bedslamid Ardbia wierné Mdtual 2 NJ t | €
examples are documented as standing for tribes, tribal leaders or individual Gods such as Dusares, al
“Uzza/Venus or (in the case ofpair of stones) Bal and his consort Balat (with circumambulation round

17Idonotagreewith Graesserthat 6T he obvi ous paradigm for é an enidtheRtsamedi ng of t
group at the Gilgal sanctuary ( Joshua 4) é [ whi c h] mar ked the wunity of the tribes of

commemorated their common historical .eTReplirerof ®+lctenes at Geeer, Nabtas si ng of
Playa and other sites suggests a different purpose to do with the intercalation of 11 days between lunar and solar calendars.
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them attested in places such as D&jjust outside Marif NB Y 5 dzNJ Yy Rv@here @Zritt buBsOives ta v
three early 2M instancesof baetyl usearound the time of Zimrilinwhere the strong documentary evidence
put forward byhim (ibid.) is backed up bthe actual remains at Mari and other sites- of baetyls set up within
early 2MSyrian palaceraemple precincts

(@]]

@ Abasaltbaetylwasfound byAndréParrot inthe courtyar@ ¥ G KS ¢SYLIX S (G2 LOGI NE

Fig. 4: Tophalfoft he monolith in the Courtyard “rowintheDafasaup| e t o | §
Museum, with a reconstruction of its positioning dboth reproduced in Margueron (ibi d.) figs 252 and 231
@ Ebla, ke Mari, was a city contemporary to Mari much closer to the Mediterraneanwith open
courtyards (copied in Cretejledicated toreligious ritualsjncludinglQar rites™. References to baetyls
found at Ebla (mentioned in its daments a1 a frather thans i k K) averedbtought together by A
Archf! - andsummarisedn Durand) & & alzfolHBs®

l es bétyles ont été r et r’X\fsidgles. DhastedtempleNs t e mp |
dans la cié basse, un monolthe de baal t e a ét é trouvé s’ appuyant

pierre identiques dans le coinsadu e s t . Pendant | e stade final d’
sur |l a pente ouest de | " acropol e, deux bétyl e
cella,derriecraane table d’offrandes.

and
Dans |l es niveaux au dessus de | " hypogée G4, C
préliminaires dans P.Matthia€RAIBL995, 65559) un nonolithe de basalte (non pubji@
été trouvé dans un context perturbé, érigéraii | i eu d’ un cercle de pierr
a | " ouest du mur occidental de | " hypogée, ali
sur un ni veau ssuseln sommed presebvinu amurdenor d de | ' hy|
monol i t he a ordeallorfgé rrégelier;dsa awnfaceest polie.

96 f I Ay excavat@, Paolo Matthiae iipapel22 given at the same conferented t A Wjusz O Q&
cited above)yavefuller detailsof its comparatively recently discoverdahetyls again involving. O:i I NJ

18 The word itself refers to the Semitic root  dwr referring to circulation &the most common occurrence today being the

ritual circuma mbulation of pilgrims round the Black Stone of the Goddess inset into the brick -b ui | t Cu bae Me€amd a b a

(which itself replaces the former stone circle on the site).

YA Parrot 6ExcaSymatXXlag%asls67t Mar i 6

®Frances PinnockTé@pkes Cuht Sy an BAAR Hods Sérib ¥l 2008 £95207 &

ZLA Archi OTHRE)Stienl et h(eNAEb| a Do c u ma\ittersdh ClayrandStome: ABaieat dear Hasteth. )

Studies Presented to K Szarzynska Warsaw 1998 1524 o for further backgr ound see also his O6F°tes de
ddAut omne et R®int®gration Rituel | e Udoarit-Foasgheangend/d97€H2F't e dans LOAnat
Zpaulo Matthiae eérBat Blpgal Resent ®iscdveri@aiin a Syrian Metropolis between Mesopotamia, Egypt and

L e v a n BAA\L Hors Série VI 2008 195-207, 117-139
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The main role of the Eblaic Ishtar in the new royal ideology in the years immediately following
2000BC was certainly as dynastic goddess, patron and protecting the Old Syrian kings in

Hammur abi of Babylon’s age. Tdalvsetivenmhumeniss made
which probably stood in mphe sguahe Cnhntéadeht L
di scovered in 1986 and I shtar’s Obeli sk, onl vy
|l arge fragments in 2007 ..

Thestelae are carvesvith images referring to Ishtaon the former she stands on a biiland on the
obelisk tantalisingly Mdhiae refers to the remains of a biddaping sceng, implying this was a
gymnastiaite in Her honour, enacted as much in Syria as in Crete.

@ Baetyl riuals are cited several times in the Emar and Ekallatum archives, in the former city several
times in relation to the enthronement of a new high priest&swiith the stone in this case specifically
embodying the western Amorite Goddess Hébat (a variationBaal/l | Rl RQa 02y az2NIlio ®
OSNBY2ye GKSNBX RS&EONRAOSa askakkeh firough d gatéwia ikdnedzby 2 NLIK A O
two baetyls withhisT I OS @SAf SRX G(KSy 2y (KS NBUdz2NYy 22dz2NySe
Dagan. Le chariot de Dagaasse entre lebétyleX ® { I FI OS yQSad LI} dza O2 dz&@S NI

As Durand points ougven if we do not know precisely what form all other rituals might have taken in relation
to such standing stones, the mentions of pouring oil and unguents ovan ttralong with the sacrifice of a
beast would have constituted the basic minimum while the many further examples described in the Bible
provide variationsThe Bible is a primary reference, of course, for documenting instances of the eredtion
seamlesgontinuity with the 2M tradition of the region of what in Jewish parlance were calleths eboth,

such as the one set up by Ahab to‘@aat Samarial( Kings Il 2). The earliest mentions of this practiage
givenin Genesis XXV]IL8 andXXXV 14, describing thestoneset up to Yahweh by Jacob at B&}t(Bethek

note the reference is gt to the House of theGod El/Saturn) as a commemorative monumentu ma $ta m

his dream in which God promises him, under his new name of Israel, that he will beget the tribes occupying
the land. Generations lateturing theExodus, these tribes are maxkeas a circle of twelve standing stores
partakers of the contract with Godt the foot of Mount Sinaifrom whose summit Moses receives the two
stelae inscribed with the Ten Commandments, much as the 2M Hammurabi Codessdbed on a large
monolith ¢ both therefore alsch u ma sBven on a modern piece of Jewish temple furnishing, as below, the
SyreMesopotamian heraldic arrangement of two lions either side of the Tablets of the Law is retaitiled

Fig. 5: (left) East European bronze Torah  shield (19C) Jewish Museum New York: compare the
juxtaposition of stones and tree on the Roman coin of Ambrosius dfrom Marinatos % fig.7.1

Bp Matthiae odLes Derni reslD®&dmupteerst eBe nddduEsb | dae elnd Alc9a8d3®mi-e des | ns

Lettres 1987 Janvier-Mars135-161 fig.9
“ In a recent volume of Aegypten und Levante not yet available to me in the libraries at the time of writing.

% The text for the entire ritual is translated in Daniel E Fleming The I nstallation of Baal 6ds High P
Window on Ancient Syrian Religion Atlanta 1992

26 Nanno Marinatos Minoan Kingship and the Solar Goddess 2010
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embedded inJewishreligious imageryas the effective format for an iconostasis {Bne selfprojection) in
aniconicmode. Either side is the pair of columns/baetyislding up theTent of the Holy Covenardnd
standing forthe Male and Femal@oles of theaniconic Divine, originally used to framed 2M city gates or
temples as raw, unworked monolitltsin more finished &te framing the entrance to the Temple of Solomon
as the pillars Joachim and Boatill redolent with theStone Ageresonartes of the region Yet the Law of
Moses forbadehe planting (or erection) of théAsherah as such (whether sacred tree or saqiddr) at the
altar of Yahweldue to its pagan associatiogsn its doubleiconoclasma contradictionof massive proportion

With such archaeological and documentary evidenbBeyand concluded there werefour main functions
servedby standing stone monunms (the calendrical aspects are nminsideredat all, beinga vast study in
itself, andsomethingl have tried topursue furtherin both the Cosmokratorand CANEAprojects).

CATEGORIES ORMEGALITHICMONUMENT
Graesse(ibid.) had beenthe first to try tocategorise the four main types sfanding stonenonument, which

Durand built upon and refined. He cites the several Biblical references which helped in the early stages of
research to give documentaigointers but without the huge expansionf knowledgefrom the Mari archive
Durand was now able to layut in his own survey nearly 30 years later (he gives due recognition to the earlier
work of his predecessors) we would not now be able to fill out the picture sutthstunningfactual detail

The termindogy for each type as used in relevant Mari letters in some contexts is role specific, but at other
times they are used more vaguely and interchangeably with each other. However, overall Durand and his two
contributors (bid.) distinguish between them aslfows”:

@ the embodiment of the presence of a particular God or Goddess as a raw, unworked slab
(s i k k @ebrewimas eboth/Englishmegalith) ¢ in contrast to sculpted stelae with writing and
images in the tradition of Greater Mesopotamia & r )itine splitin practice almost certainlgnarking
the nomadcv- urban societydivide

@ the commemoration of an event such as the giving of laws, the marking of an agreement reached or
demarcation of a land boundanh (u ma ¥ ware usually a cairn of stones rather tharsiagle
monolith but in the latter case its erection is referred to as thea m rite (the celebration of a
martial victory and ensuing delimitation of a geographical boraeactual practice was as often
marked by a monolith as by a cairn);

@ the commemorgion of ancestor€®2 NJ I 1 S& LISNB2Yy Q& RSFGKEIr §4 dmSNI
this turns out to be the more restricted Akkadian term carried over tothe mi s u m

@ GKS YFNJAy3 27F ( KiSpur), &speciallg & thedNew YadiNdy dé rigsofda stone,
most crucially I think,when deciding on the inclusion of an intercalary month or.not

| trust that through this studwfter looking at Levantine practisge might gain further fruitful ideas aboutew
ways of looking aEuropean megalithimonumentg; and vice versa. Wat was the relationship between these
two vast areasandwho were the astronomerarchitects quarrymen and stone masorigavelling between
these countrieswho surely at certain points must have exchanged expertidegse wee the intellectuals of
their time whounderstood how to tell the time by setting up stones in certain alignmémthe sky, resulting
in reverence forthe powers of the great planetghat became embodied in theras theymoved across the
stars. Given Britén at one timewas regarded as a centre for this knowledged also the persistence of
megalithic monument making in North Syridoelieve there was a twavay process that eludes us. If you have
any points to makesendme your ideas and | will post theamto the end of this Newsletter.

Previous Wewsletters follow below

2’See also M. Dietrich dJF2149891388i kkanum 0B®tyl edd

®Bsee Johannes C de Moor 6St andiUR2y 19% 1e2n0e sa nadn dO AleocuedsBohoespt@hto r s hi p &
im Totenkult Kanaans und Is r a @JF 214989 2436
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| give below the text for a short blog | did for my astrologer colleagueveom.lanawooster.co.ukegarding the
2012 Transit of VenusThere may be other items on her site that you would like to,reexdudingmy fuller

blog on this momentous transit callé8abylonians, Mexicans and the Total Coualso relevant for 2012

VENUSAND THE BEARS © ASIA HALEEM012

At the heart of ancient near eastern art 306600BC lies a visual language expressing the passing of
cycles of time, actively used to keep abreast of the calendar in centuries long before clocks.
' a0 NRBY2YSNI LINR S a ingasire ¥nmeiegipust@nipl§ by @ireé obServation of the
planets against the backdrop of the stars. As we come up to the Transit of Vesish will occur

during the evening of 5 June up to the early hours of 6 Juné*would like to pinpoint one
interesting aspect of Venus that appears on Mesopotamian seal designs during the Second
Millennium which is intriguing because it links in to our own Glastonbury Zodiac in Somerset. Due to
space constraints | can only give a brief summary of what | expl#infuli references in the Lion

and PreyRear Attack Cataloguat www.layish.co.uk- relying on the pictures to speak for

themselves. * Seemy earlierblog on this websitaboutthe 2012VenusTransit h the Mexican calendar.

In the seal impression below, Venus stepping up onto the back of a lioness holds a double lion
headed mace in her right hand, and in her left a kg shaped weaporharpé which | believe
deliberately refers to the outline of Ursilajor. Behind her, a king offers respects to the Sun,

Shamash, rising over the back of a lion.

aAyAl GdzNB KFNLIS 060iG2LW +Fa KStR Ay (G(KS fSFi KFyR 2F L

| see the scene as referring to Venus and Sun rising togethgrwhat may the role of Ursa Major

be?
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One answer is that it is possible to tell the time of year not only by the rising of the Sun against the
Signs ofhe Zodiac, but at a higher level of the slgs a doublecheck- by the degree of turn of Ursa
Major from a fixed viewpoint at the same time (midnight) every day (this is a different matter from
the 360 circuit Ursa Major makes every 24 hourdor at eah round there is a slight slippage

backwards).

We know that because 5 Venus cycles equal 8 Earth years (almost to the day), the Venus cycle was
important for crosschecking New Year D&yhence for the Babylonians ranking with the Sun and
Moon. When Archic Greece adopted the eiglear cycle for their calendar they instituted athletic
Games at key temple sites such as Delphi and Olympia as a reminder, and to celefnatierit

making them every four years to mark the haify point also. But a crosheck to the crossheck

was to notice the position of Ursa Major in the sky and the fact that Venus holds it downwards
points to the time of year the Year Start would be measured from. There are Mesopotamian texts
that specifically link Venus to the Sibittihe Severstar group which can refer not only to the Great

Bear, but also to the Sevatay week which the Mesopotamians lived by (inherited by us).

A Syrian king pays respects to Venus with dareher shoulder and holding sevenfold mace (one mergswith the
flower on the borde}

11
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Above is a drawing of a 2M seal from Alalakh, Swieere Venus has a square hat. Apart from the
Ankh signs referring to her, she holds in her upheld right hand a symbol of the Sibitti {Saven

but she also has a pige or dove on her shouldeya welkknown symbol for Venus.

At this point we jump briefly to look at the main outline of the Glastonbury Zodiac (I have reversed
the image to our more habitual Earthiew). It is said to date at least to the Second MillenmiBC, if

not to the late Third Millenniunt and clues that it was inspired by Sumer come from the word
Somerset itself, as well as other platamesg the River Parrot in the county is the name of the
Euphrates for example. At the centre of this land aecdis a bird- which we could call a dove

marking the Polar Centre.

alNE /FAySQa NBg2NJAy3 2F (KS Diflad2yodiNE %2RAIFO omdy oz
Phoenix is mine)

Does the Dove here mark the position of Ursa Magjor Ursa Minor? Anyone ignorant of astronomy

today still knows how to find the Pole by using the stars at the side of Ursa Major to run a line up to

the tail of Ursa Minor at the Centre. Let us not get into the displacement of the Polar Centre over the
millenniag the basic indicators of that fixed zone of the sky have since the Second Millennium been

the TwoBearg YR A0 Aad TSI AA68SO8KLBY +SBFEARAE R23IYdzOK

stars.
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| have a sense of several calendrical dovetailsoiding in the first week of June when not only Is

0KS vdzSSyQa WdzoAfSS . Iyl | 2tARI& 2F ¢dzSaRlI & p W
celebration in London following, but also a lunar eclipse the day before (4 June, reconciling lunar and

solar years), accompanied by a cumulative gathering of nations in the Capital that starts with the
LISNF2NXYIFyOS 2F ff {KIF1SaLSIFIENBQa LXlIéa Ay RATT
building representing The World) and ends with the Games aftéraad EightYear cycle of Venus

marked by rare Transits of Venus (2004 and 2012). | recommend you on June 5 at midnight you
check the position of the Great Bear and then wait up for the end of the Transit of Venus at dawn on

June 6 (via its reflection intaucket of water); and you should have lined up the benchmarks for the

World to make a new beginning! | deal ydhe WorldTarot card!
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Even though | knew | would not be able to service it properly until | had left the dayhjehwéebsite
was put up five years ago fmut its foundationsin place and make the-B zodiac model available. |
am now free tostart a conversation witlyou throughan occasionahewsletter, and | look forward

to your comments back to men asia@cosmokrator.com

I have had several offers from shops to include Cosmokrator in their stock, which | have resisted,
sinee | would prefer knowledge about it to spread gradually by word of mouth. If you have liked the

model, please tell your friends about it, or give one to them as a present!

I am pretty sure that those who have bougBbsmokrator (Cosmo for shottave constucted it,
loved looking at it, buthen not applied it to their lives. There are several hurdles, the first being to
read the material on the websitand understanchow to use it- at a very basic level to start with,
amongst friendsc A G 02 dzf Reyl Thién edeB/ yedul tliefe is a booklet which expands on its
intellectual and practicalpotential along different disciplines an ideal curriculum for children in
junior school, repeatable at eaisedlevel at both high school and then universigyand firally it

provides permanent keys taife itself, for ever and ever

The next barrier to overcome for those new to astrology is really to learn the symbols for the planets
and signs. Become a child again and write a line of Venuses, a line of Jupitergfd_éns; and so

on ¢ so they start to become automatic and speak to you like any other alphabet. It is worth
spending the time because they are used in the written material and not always spelt out as words!
Perhaps the greatediarrier to using Cosmds that those already weNersed in astrology will have
stopped in their trackgairly soonon realisingthat | have notfollowed the traditionwhere (other

than the Sun ruling Leo and the Moon Cancer) one pl@éie governing influence (the Ruler) of
two sigrs, thus:

Mars traditionally rules not only Aries, but also Scorpio
Jupiter traditionally rules not only Sagittarius, but aldisces
Venus traditionally rules not only Libra, but also Taurus
Saturn traditionally rules not only Capricorn, but als@#arius
Mercury traditionally rules not only Gemini but also Virgo

Following implicit references ithe welkknown San Francisco astrolode’h Y Rl D2 2 R0l y Q&
information learned fromCharles Mués) though shedid not actuallytake the step of upseing the

apple cart as | am doing havereinstated to their rightful placegplanets that went out of use in the
Christian era, which saw the Death of the Godlkis means waow havea set of up-to-date

concordancs, chiming in perfectly with ancient wiokpractice where one planet rulesne sign

14
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Charles Mugs0 2y S 2F [ AY Rl  DoAce RumimgdQup forlnie @heharScheEoiithe
planetary energies in relation to the Energy Circuit of the Universe, as etbere the bulb is

Earth!) Ifoundit helpful in understanding the nature of each planet: arftbpe you wiltoo.

PLANETARXFLUENCE®Mpared to electrical phenomena by Charles Muses

As weare on the brink of the Age of Aquariubelieve we should trmow to put this systento use,

sinceit is infinitely more subtle and accurate when it comes to interpreting horoscopes and events.
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HYPSOMA PLANET DOMICILE

SGN OF SGN ANCDEGREE | TRADITIONARULING ZODIACSGN 21" CENTURYRULING
DEJECTION OFEXALTATION PLANET PLANET
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15
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JuriTERB neprune E
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SIRIU® VP I POLAR AXIS |POLARCENTRYP

The pPLANETARY cobgmid dle column) against the signs they rule (right) and signs of their exaltation and
dejection (left): alternative 21 st century rulerships are given in the extreme right -hand column (I have
hand-draw n some symbols for more recent planets not yet commonly used (see more on
www.cosmokrator.com ) * Learnalsothesymbol A meani ng 6conj unmeamiindgééiamdopposition

16


http://www.cosmokrator.com/

COSMOKRATOR NEWSLETTER 2011

This information is summariseaxhd contrastedn the table abovewherethe traditional planets are
given in the central columand relate twice to sign rulerships, while the updated rulershipsuse

the Cosmokrator model are given in the two rigt#nd columnswhich means

mp

Mars rulesAries- but the true ruler of Scorpio is Pluto

mp

Jupiter rulesSagittarius- but the true ruler of Pisces is Neptune

m

Venus ruls Libra - but the true ruler of Tauruss Pan(on the outer edge of the Solar
System, standing also for the entire planetary system tak&mether as one body of
influence.

mp

Saturn rules Capricorn but the true ruler of Aquarius is Uranus

m»

Mercury rules Gemini- but the true ruler of Virgo isVulcan(even closer to the Sun than
Mercury, Vulcan the Shaman God is described with a hip out of joint, or disabled in other
ways from being so close to the Swgtanding for theexecutivepower behind the Universe
bringinga physically formed Creatidnto being.

The Exaltation sign#lypsoma for the reintroduced planets have not yet been assiggetde need

to see more case histories before we can be sure of astrological practice here, so only the traditional
signs for the exaltation and dejection (tk@gn oppositeheir rulership,in which they behave worst)

are given in the lefhand two columns meaning there are gaps yet to be filled.

People new to astrology will find it easier to take it up than astrologers with traditional training
who will find it hard to reprogramme their minds. They probatliyi not have a problem about the
reallocation of Pluto, Neptune and Uranus, but will drag their feet when it comes to Pan and Vulcan.
Yet they ring so true. Pan is the surge of Life Energy withirettiee world of Nature, so well
embodied in the virile Bull, whilst Vulcan is the God of Making Things, rather than Thinking Things as

Mercury does.

wSEtSIFaAy3a tly Ay LIS2LX SQa KeAchdpasSiryy MiSnaof lilgdpebpled & G2 |
who are ot limited by family, race, religion or nationality (they are international citizens who serve

Nature or support the world through farmingh St SI aAy 3 +dzf OFy Ay LIS2 L)X SQ&
those people who have a bemibt only towards DIY nhome holbies involving sewing anaking

models but also craftsmen and womeng¢ and the millions who work in the largscale
manufacturingand buildingindustries, earning their living by the things they make. World society

absolutely rests on the efforts of thogeople with a strong Pan or Vulcan.
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